
“So long as we live they too shall live, for they are part of us as we remember them”
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First Public Event for New Program

Remember Us launched a new program this
Spring, I Will Remember: The Righteous

Conversations Project. The goal is to create a
safe and supportive environment in which
teens and survivors can work together to shine
a light on issues of suffering in today’s world.
The program builds on the moral authority of
the survivors and the teen’s natural commit-
ment to fairness, justice and compassion.
Together they reframe a young person’s
encounter with the Holocaust as a source of
motivation and activist community. The pro-
gram includes public meetings, workshops,

Sabbath Candles and GameBoys
By Gesher Calmenson, Founder

Anyone who has spent time with our kids
pre-, during, or post-bar/bat mitzvah can

attest to how awesome they are. In any class-
room one will find all the virtues—humor,
intelligence, seriousness, creativity, generosity,
judgment, caring.

After eight years I am handing Remember
Us over to the next generation of stewards
who will serve the rising generations of Jewish
young people. I would like to share with them
and you what I hoped Remember Us could
offer these remarkable children, and what con-
tribution it can make to their future.

In the epilogue to the documentary The
Long Way Home, Rabbi Harold Schulweis pro-
vides a compelling image: we don’t want to
give our children the Holocaust legacy to carry
as a heavy stone. My own experience attests to
this possibility. I was about 11 years old when
I learned about the Holocaust. No one provid-
ed a way for me and my peers to come to
terms with the unthinkable, and maybe no
way existed in 1945. The facts were too raw,
incomprehensible, horrible. Fifty years later, as
a Jewish educator I saw that although there
was much teaching about the Holocaust, little
of it helped children close the emotional dis-
tance and identify their own place in the chain
of memory. Teaching them to identify with a
“victimology” did not serve them well. The
question was how to make the inevitable

encounter with the Holocaust an opportunity
for self-esteem, appreciation, and compas-
sion—an experience of empowerment. From
this was born the Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah
Project.

Our ongoing question is: empowerment for

Remember Us
The Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Project

About Remember Us
Remember Us offers invitations to
young people to voluntarily
embrace the legacy of Holocaust
remembrance as a source of moti-
vation, empowerment, and self-
development. The Holocaust Bnai
Mitzvah Project invites each child
preparing for bar/bat mitzvah to
remember one specific child who
was lost in the Holocaust and act
for the good in his/her name. I
Will Remember: The Righteous
Conversations Project provides a
setting for today’s teens to engage
with Holocaust survivors and
together shine a light on the bro-
ken places in today’s world.

Current Status
In the past 12 months 2,957 more
young people have received names
from Remember Us. To date over
16,000 children have participated,
at 653 congregations. Participation
is voluntary. There is no charge.
The concept has been endoresed

by all Jewish denominations.

Board and Staff Changes
Remember Us continues to grow in impact, out-
reach and programming. We are honored and
delighted to announce a number of changes. 

Samara Hutman has guided the work of
Remember Us as Board President for the past
three years. Beginning on July 1, she takes over
the reins as the organization’s new Executive
Director, replacing Gesher Calmenson, the
founder of Remember Us. 

Our Board of Directors welcomes new members,
whose names are in bold in the following list:

We are excited about the new growth and pro-
grams to expand on the Remember Us mission.

Michael Berenbaum, Ph.D.
Rochel Blachman,

Secretary
Cece Feiler
Linda Gerard
Ruth Goldberg

Helen Jacobs Lepor,
Treasurer

Rabbi Stan Levy
Harry Pelz
Sheryl Sokoloff
Barbara Tobin, 

President

REMEMBER US
Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Project
I Will Remember: The Righteous

Conversations Project

2777 Yulupa Avenue, #273 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

1112 Montana Ave. # 182
Santa Monica, CA 90403

(707) 570-2883 
info@remember-us.org 
www.remember-us.org 

News from Remember Us is published bi-
annually through a grant from the Charles
and Mildred Schnurmacher Foundation

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Dr. Michael Berenbaum, noted Holocaust scholar
and author, and a Remember Us Board member,
presents the keynote address for the evening.
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what? Memory is fulfilled when it motivates
behavior. It is a principle of Remember Us not
to require any specific action, so we do not
promote any causes. Our hope is that young
people who participate will find their own
tikkunim, actions that they take in the world in
the name of those who they remember. The
creative responses of our young people to this
challenge has been gratifying. 

Now as I am coming to the close of my
tenure I am thinking about a more specific and
timely consequence. A study by the Kaiser
Family Foundation published last year reported
that youngsters ages 11–14 on average spend
twelve hours each day focused on media. That
is 75% of their waking hours. The implications
are being actively debated about this being a
good thing (broad networks of friends and
information) or a bad thing (social isolation
and information overload). 

But one fact is clear: screened reality is not
real life. No electronic device can help a young
person cultivate the human qualities of empathy
and intimacy. For this we need engagement
with each other. The Shabbat candles are a
metaphor for this—always a pair, not only to
amplify the light, but also so that each candle
illuminates its partner. 

To remember a child who died in the
Holocaust, a child we never knew, creates a
relationship. It makes no demands and has no
expectations except self-directed memory. But
in this simple act, both intimacy and empathy
are cultivated. When a young person brings
these qualities into the world, everyone’s life is
improved and even the child who was lost has
touched the future.

The early cohort of participants has grown
up and inspired the creation of I Will
Remember: The Righteous Conversations
Project. Teens and survivors are meeting,
engaging, forming bonds, and together shining
a light on their mutual concerns for today’s
world, close to home and in distant lands.

In this way the Remember Us concept is
continuing to reframe our relationship to past
tragedies as motivation for building the Jewish
future—cultivating in our young people a com-
mitment to strength, justice, empathy and com-
passion. I give over the future of the organiza-
tion to its new Executive Director and
expanded Board with confidence that they will
exemplify these same qualities and with the
blessing to fulfill the potential of what has been
begun. ■

and the production of public service videos
addressing contemporary issues 

The project’s initial offering was a public
meeting on February 16 event at Harvard-
Westlake School in Los Angeles. A second pub-
lic event was held on May 2, an evening at
IKAR, a Jewish spiritual community also in Los
Angeles. 

At the end of June, I Will Remember pilot-
ed its first five-day summer workshop. Teens
and survivors worked together on ways to
shine a light on today’s issues in the light of the
survivors experience, through the use of mod-
ern media. The workshop was held at Harvard
Westlake School, led by Cheri Gaulke, HW Art
Chair and filmmaker, and HW alumni Nick
Lieberman and Gabe Benjamin. Participants

created public service announcements for release this coming fall. Teens Jamie
Feiler and Gabe Benjamin are the crew for a mini-documentary to be made this
summer under the direction of Gaulke. ■

I Will Remember
Continued from page 1

Sabbath Candles and GameBoys
Continued from page 1

A panel of survivors and teens addresses the audience. From left to right: Lara Sokoloff,
Helen Freeman, Eva Brettler, Rebecca Hutman, Marie Kaufman and Marissa Lepor.

Survivors in the audience respond to a question from the panel.

Helen Freeman shows a teen the
tattooed prisoner number she was
given at Auschwitz.



For the second year, teens carried with them the names
of lost children supplied by Remember Us as they visit-

ed Holocaust and other sites in Europe. March of the
Living groups from New York, New Jersey, Los Angeles,
and Florida, and the Shelhevet group from San Francisco
carried a total of 440 names. Each name was carried as
part of each child’s nametag. Staff also participated.
During the coming year we will be working to expand
outreach of the Remember Us concept to include more
March of the Living and other teen trips. ■

Remembrance on Teen Trip to Camps
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A Family Promotes Participation
in Remember Us

A participating family is helping spread
the word about Remember Us in their

synagogue, in their community, and inter-
nationally. Alex and Jake Green remem-
bered two boys lost in the Shoah, Hans
Ament and Bronislaw Honig, at their Bnai
Mitzvah in May, 2011. They created a
unique invitation (see below). 

The family found new ways to raise
awareness of Remember Us. They manned
a booth at their temple’s “Mitzvah Alley”
at an annual food festival in their town,
providing materials on Remember Us to

Teen
Programming

We believe that the sincerity, com-
mitment, and experience of the

young men and women who have par-
ticipated in Remember Us makes them
the best advocates for this concept of
memory. Earlier this year we piloted a
program to have a teen bring
Remember Us to the younger students
at his school and synagogue. Noah
Gerard-Grossman spoke with 6th
grade students at Brandeis-Hillel Day
School and students and their parents
at Congregation Emanu-El, both in
San Francisco. He talked about the
reasons to participate, the opportunity,
and ways to make one’s own experi-
ence unique. Noah reports that the
sessions generated active interest, lots
of questions for him to answer from
his own experience, and an excitement
about participating for most of the stu-
dents. 

This year’s test of the idea will be
used as the basis for an on-line Teen

the attendees. And they are raising funds
themselves by auctioning items and by
participating in a web-based program that
donates 10% of what they or anyone else
purchases if they choose Remember Us as
the donation recipient.

Alex and Jake’s father’s family is from
Panama and after seeing Remember Us
referenced in the B’nai Mitzvah invitation,
a cousin introduced Remember Us to his
Panamanian congregation. We’ve already

received
requests for
names from
them. The
Green family
reminds us
of what a
very small
and wonder-
ful world, full
of caring indi-
viduals, that
we live in
today. ■

Continued on page 4



Australia
Sydney

Jewish Learning Centre
Sydney

South Head District
Synagogue

Canada

Manitoba
Winnepeg

Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue

Israel
Kfar Saba

Beit Hakneset
Dvir Yehonatan

Mexico
Mexico City

Comunidad Bet-El

United Kingdom
Middlesex

Northwood and Pinner
Liberal Synagogue

Oxford
Oxford Jewish

Congregation

Panama
Panama City

Shevet Achim
Paitilla

Ahavat Sion

Switzerland
Zurich

ICZ

United States 
of America

Arkansas
Bentonville

Congregation Etz
Chaim

Fayetteville
Temple Shalom

Little Rock
Temple B’nai Israel

Arizona
Phoenix

Temple Chai

California
Encino

Adat Chaverim
Palo Alto

Kol Emeth
San Diego

Chabad Carmel Valley
Santa Clarita

Temple Beth Ami

Connecticut
Stamford

Temple Sinai
Westport

Chabad Lubavitch of
Westport

Florida
Boca Raton

March of the Living,
Southern Region

Coral Springs
Temple Beth Chai

Miami
Shaarey Tefilah
Bet Breira Samu-El Or

Olom
Ponte Vedra Beach

Beth El

Illinois
Evanston

Beth Emet Synagogue
Jewish Reconstruc-

tionist Congregation
Highland Park

North Suburban
Synagogue

Lombard
Congregation Etz

Chaim
Olympia Fields

Temple Anshe Sholom

Kansas
Wichita

Hebrew Congregation

Massachusetts
Andover

Temple Emanuel
Lexington

Temple Emunah
Sharon

Kol Tikvah

South Easton
Temple Chayai Shalom

Michigan
Grosse Pointe Woods

Grosse Pointe Jewish
Council

New Jersey
East Whippany

March of the Living,
New Jersey & New
York

Edison
Temple Emanu-El

Flemington
Flemington Jewish

Community Center
Franklin Lakes

The Barnert Temple
(Congregation B’nai
Jeshrun)

Manalapan
Temple Beth Shalom

Metuchen
I.L. Peretz Community

Jewish School
Parsippany

Temple Beth Am
Tinton Falls

Monmouth Reform
Temple

New York
Armonk

Congregation B’Nai
Yisrael

Binghamton
Temple Concord 

Brooklyn
Kingsbrook Jewish Med

Center Synagogue
Brooklyn

Park Slope Jewish
Center

Monticello
Temple Sholom

Port Washington
Temple Beth Israel

Rockville Centre
Central Synagogue of

Nassau County

Ohio
Solon

Solon Chabad

Oklahoma
Tulsa

Congregation Etz
Chaim

Pennsylvania
Abington

Old York Road Temple -
Beth Am

Bensalem
Congregation Tifereth

Israel
Erdenheim

Beth Tikvah-B’nai
Jeshurun

Washington
Bellevue

Bet Alef

New Participating Communities Since November
Remember Us welcomes the following communities at which the Remember Us Project is made available 

to bar/bat mitzvah students. May they go from strength to strength.

Mentor Handbook which will be made
available to teens when they receive their
on-line Yahrzeit reminders, another pro-
gram started this year. On a date selected
by the participant, Remember Us sends an
annual reminder to remember the specific
child whose name they accepted. Dates
can be either a birth date, anniversary of
the bar/bat mitzvah, or a date on the
Jewish calendar. In the mailer for this
year, Gesher Calmenson wrote the follow-
ing to the teens: 

“Mazal tov on the anniversary of your
Bar Mitzvah this month. When you chose to
remember (name of remembered child) z”l,
you did something amazing—you trans-
formed a fragment of history into a living,
personal memory. By this simple act you
take your place as a guardian of the Jewish
past and a voice for the Jewish future.

“We hope that you will keep this mem-
ory in mind whenever you do anything
good in the world. The blessings that flow
through you add a new chapter to the life
story that was cut off too soon. Doing a
mitzvah in someone’s name is spoken of as
a mitzvah b’shem, a righteous act done in

the name of the person you are honoring.
Just saying the words, even to yourself,
adds another dimension of meaning.” ■
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Teen Programming
Continued from page 3



Teen Inspires New Remember Us Program

A Family History
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A young man in Pennsylvania brought a special sense of inti-
macy to his remembrance of a child lost in the Holocaust.

Spencer Dodge and his family requested the name of a young
man who was born on the same date as himself. In addition to
remembering Levik Sternin at his bar mitzvah, Spencer also
created the beginnings of a new ritual of remembrance. He
found a way—an embroidered panel—to incorporate his
remembered child’s name so that he will remember him when-
ever he puts on his tallit. 

Remember Us has researched the hallachic implications
and has determined that this can be an appropriate addition
to acts of rememberance. Over the coming year, we hope to
make it available to both participating children and to adults. 

Spencer’s younger sister intends to join this process of
remembrance and, following her brother’s lead, will also be
earning her own money to donate to Remember Us. ■

At Remember Us we don’t often have the opportunity to know the history
of an entire family. Recently we were introduced to a family that was

almost entirely wiped out in the Holocaust. We share this information with
you as an example of the tenuous thread by which Jewish survival has
hung. Nothing more clearly illustrates to us the need for remembrance than
the history of the Yeger family. ■

Shmuel Yeger Born 1901 – died 1944 Auschwitz
Freida Ita Yeger Born 1902 – died 1944 Auschwitz
Faiga Yeger Born 1925 – died 1944 Auschwitz
Yerme Yeger Born 1927 – died 1944, died on a death march
David Yeger Born 1929 – alive, was in Auschwitz and transferred and survived
Sura Nessa Yeger Born 1930   – died 1944 Auschwitz   
Zalel Yeger Born 1932 – died 1944 Auschwitz   
Zipra Yeger Born 1934 – died 1944 Auschwitz   

At his bar mitzvah, Zack Yeger remembered his grand-
father David’s younger brother, Zalel. Names of the other
family members are being sent to the archives at Yad
Vashem.

27 January 2011

Dear Ms. Cohen,
My name is Spencer Dodge and I will become a Bar

Mitzvah this March 26, 2011. My mother was in contact
with you a few months ago, asking for a name of a child to
honor and remember on my Bar Mitzvah. You sent me the
name of a boy, Levik Sternin, born on February 1st, 1936.
Levik was born on my birthday day February 1st, and in
the same year my grandma Toby was born. Levik was killed
with his mother at only five years old, so he did not
become a Bar Mitvzvah. We are two children, both boys,
both Jewish, both born on February 1st, but with very dif-
ferent opportunities and lives.I am remembering Levik on my Bar Mitzvah day by writ-
ing about him in the pamphlet I am sharing with my con-
gregation, dedicating the Mourner’s Kaddish to him, having
his name printed inside my Tallit, and by donating $54 to
Remember Us to help keep this program running. Thinking
about what happened to Levik is scary, because it could
have been me, or my cousin, or someone I knew. What if I
was born in 1936 in Riga, and he was born in 1998 in
Pennsylvania? I want to remember and to get others to
remember the tragedies, so they will not happen again.

I earned the $54 myself by dog sitting and doing other
various odd jobs. Enclosed is my check to Remember Us
for the $54. Also, here is a picture of my Tallit!Thank you for giving me this honor.

Sincerely,

The embroidered panels sewn
into Spencer’s tallit

The tallit bag, made
from patches from jeans
of the entire family



CONGREGATIONS
Congregation Temple Israel
Congregation Ohr Tzafon
Shaari Emeth 

FOUNDATIONS 
Wolman Foundation 
Richard and Rhoda

Goldman Fund of San
Francisco 

SCHOOL
Crossroads School 

AUSTRALIA
Karen Lazarus

CANADA
Leonard Asper
Sam Yates

MEXICO
Richard Katzman
Jose & Judith Shapiro

UNITED
KINGDOM
Sara Isman
Adele Moss
Alison Riley

UNITED STATES
ALABAMA
Byron Ferguson

ARIZONA
Bruce Beyer
Kenneth & Marilynne

Hartstein
Susan Levine
William Levine
Terry & Madelon Yarows

ARKANSAS
Lisa Bratspies
Helene Carter
Aleza Greene
Anne Miller
Carol & Paul Stuckey

CALIFORNIA
Susan & Larry Ach
Michael & Susan Aroner
Lisa and Darryl Ballin
Barry & Deborah Barkan
Debra Beadle
Rachel Brodie
Lynne Brookman
Dr. Herb & Ellen Brosbe
Steve Byrnes
Gabrielle Degen-Nosek
Elizabeth Engelman
Lori Enomoto
Noah Fischer
Judy & Robert Flesh
Arthur Fudem
Susan Gaylord
Linda Gerard
Noah Gerard-Grossman
Steven & Suslyn Glasser
Naomi Granvold
Michelle Green
Judy Greenfeld
Hannah Bollar
William Henderson
Samara Hutman
Bruno Kaiser
Judith Kerner & Frank Belz
Susan Kitchell
Cassidy Kornfeld
Joseph & Ryuko Kulakofsky
Katie Leede
Lisa Calderon
Pamela Majteles
Anna McDonnell
Rabbi Janice Mehring
Susan Miller
Marcy Moriconi
Michael Nathan
Davidson & Debby Pattiz
Michelle Perlmutter
Gloria Reich
Julie Hope Rome-Banks &

Curtis Banks
Jonathan Root & Betsy

Blumenthal
Susan Roth
Beverly Shane
Helayne Sharon
Mark Snyder
Barbara Sobel
Lucienne Soleymani
Dr. Martin and Max Rossip

& Anita Spiro
Talia Stern
Barbara Streuber
Nancy Tice
Rachel Vogel
John Wong

CONNECTICUT
Elizabeth Bayer
Sylvia Lavietes
Julie Okon
Kevin Rakin
Elizabeth Robins
Dianne Shinbaum

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Julia Schooler
Robin Goldman

FLORIDA
Ellen Bregg
Andrea & David Caulfield
Diana Chern
Adam Corin
Denise Corin
Dalia Gateno
Cathy Hoffman
Stuart & Judith Kalvar
Harriet Leitz
Lori Patrusky
Anthony Ruben
Melinda Ruben
Cecilia & John

Spadavecchia
Lauren Tolces
Janessa Wasserman
Traci Werman
Jill Wrubel
Philip Youtie

GEORGIA
Patricia Rudi
Sari, Jill, Jason Schneider

ILLINOIS
Susan Brodie & Mark Hall
Ellen Frank-Miller
Gabriella Gentile
Dan Grant
Suzanne Lebold
Marcy Ruiz
Robert Weiss

KANSAS
Scott Eveloff & Ruth Eisen

MASSACHUSETTS
Nancy Chodorow
Susan Creditor
Julie Cyker
Susan Feinstein
Katherine Kaplan
Ruth Kriegel
Bruce Kriegel
Bonnie Rubenstein
Caryn Souza
Shari Spillane

MARYLAND
Alan Carmel
Paula Lang
Terri Riskin

MICHIGAN
Marsha Wypych

MINNESOTA
David Damman & Lauren

Lippman-Damman
Laura French
Sharin Menendez

NEW JERSEY
Diane Anekstein
Vicki Herzfeld Arlein &

Bob Arlien
Anne Bauman
Sylvia & Samuel Boussi
Richard Dannenbaum
Linda Goldman
Kim Gottheimer
Nina Grayson
Gloria & Jan Gura
Roni Holzberg
Pam Mancuso
Robert Marx
Joyce & George Mattaway
Shari McNicholas
Edward & Gloria Nelson
Teri Nover
Jennifer Pickus
Kati Radman
Lisa Saidel
Lisa-Loraine Smith

NEW YORK
Glenn Arshansky
Jo Bakal
Karen Chiel & Samantha

Brooks
Sara Chazan
Toni Drucker
Jan Ehrlich
Lisa Eichmann
Sara Friedman
Carol Hanover
Carla Ifrah
Jaimie Kohl
Amy Kristt
David & Laura Lelonek
Michelle Marrone
Jake Meehan
Olga Portnoy
Michael Richman
Elaine Rosenstein
Shari Roth
Amy Rubin
Mara Silverstein

Paula Smith
Stephanie Steinberg
Marci Talarico
Sheri Zarkower
Robin Zweiback

OHIO
Stephanie Rosen

OKLAHOMA
Rabbi Jack & Debbye

Zanerhaft

OREGON
Ayala Zonnenschein

PENNSYLVANIA
Steve Aaron
Paul & Melissa Anderson
Sherri Becker
Rachel Brynlen
Julie Frantz
Carol Ann & Barry Miller
Richard & Deborah

Newbert
Eric Schnitzer
Susan Schultz
Staci Schwartz
Arthur Shostak
Paula Spock

TEXAS
Gary Jacobs
Dr. Naftali & Jane Kadosh

WASHINGTON
Judy Gladstone

WISCONSIN
Amy Blumenthal

VARIOUS
Beth Fink
Lawrence Harris
Lisa Saltzman
Marjorie Silverman
Alice Wald & Paul

Overmeyer

Our Sincere Thanks to These Recent
Supporters of the Remember Us Project

November 2010–May 2011
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