
Earlier this year the Remember Us
staff completed a three-year strategic
business plan. The main theme of
the plan is securing an enduring
future for this concept of Holocaust
remembrance. We invite you to read
excerpts from the Executive
Summary, on page 2.

The plan describes three layers of
organization. The first is a national
Board of Directors who will be the
stewards of the Remember Us 

concept into the next generation.
The first invitations have been
accepted. In our Fall newsletter we
will introduce to you the committed
people who will guide the future of
Remember Us. 

The middle layer of the organiza-
tion is the small core staff that has
worked together to establish the con-
cept nationally in more than 250
synagogues and day schools. 

The broad base of the plan is our

stakeholders and regional partners.
We envision that in each locality,
and each country, partners will dis-
seminate the Remember Us concept,
work locally with each other on pro-
gram enhancements, and connect
the Project to local funding to sus-
tain it in their region. This process
has already begun. Please read
about the Wisconsin Remember Us
Initiative, below. �
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“So long as we live they too shall live, for they are part of us as we remember them”

The Wisconsin Remember Us Initiative was launched this Spring. It
is a partnership of syngogues, agencies, a day school, and a foun-
dation that will ensure involvement of the next generation of Jewish
children in Holocaust remembrance in Wisconsin.

This development in Wisconsin is a replic-
able model for regional partnerships around
the country, a key part of the Remember Us
plan for the future. It transfers “ownership”
of responsiblity for the concept to the com-
munity level, where synagogues, schools, and
funders provide institutional continuity.

Two new features of the program were
developed during the site visits. First, each
rabbi and educator indicated a desire to build
deeper layers of meaning and engagement on
the students’ participation in Remember Us.
The tenor of the ideas was cooperation among
synagogues to provide enhancements by
working together. Ideas ranged from a facili-
tated reflective post-bnai mitzvah meeting, to
visits to the local Holocaust museum, to
undertaking projects collectively in the names
of the remembered children. The local agen-
cies will coordinate these efforts.

A solution to a pressing need of the Jewish
community also emerged from the conversa-
tions. See the sidebar story on Yom Hashoah
commemorations. 

Gesher Calmenson, Founding Director of
Remember Us, was hosted in Milwaukee by
two Jewish agencies. The Milwaukee Jewish
Council for Community Relations is a stand-
alone agency headed by Paula Simon. The
Holocaust Education Resource Center is part
of the Coalition for Jewish Learning, and is
led by Bonnie Shafrin.

First Regional Partnership Established,
Generates New Ideas

Continued on page 3

Status of the 
Remember Us Project

Remember Us: The
Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah
Project offers an invitation
to children who are prepar-
ing for bar/bat mitzvah to
connect with the memories
of children who were lost in
the Holocaust before they
could be called to the Torah.

The Project works with
all denominations.
Congregations across the
country and around the
world are participating. 

More than 7,750 children
in 253 congregations and
schools have accepted the
invitation to remember indi-
vidual children as they are
being called to the Torah.

Participation grew by
40% again in 2007, in terms
of both participating syna-
gogues and number of par-
ticipating students. �

The Silver Bracelets:
“I Will Remember”
Recently Remember Us heard from
teacher Keren Azoulay of Temple
Emanuel in Worcester, MA. She gives
students who participate in the
Remember Us Project silver bracelets
inscribed with their Bar/Bat Mitzvah
date, their name, the name, birthdate,
age, place, and date of death of the
lost child they've chosen to remember,
and the quote “I will remember.”

Keren reports: ”This has become an
amazing addition to their bar/bat
mitzvahs and lives. Some of the chil-
dren haven't taken their bracelets off
for months. I am so proud and hon-
ored that we have had the privilege to
work with you, and teach my students
that they can always make a differ-
ence. The entire congregation has
embraced your vision, and Remember
Us has become a source of pride for
the Temple Emanuel community.” �
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Remember Us Contributes 
to Community-Wide
Commemorations
Jewish communities everywhere are concerned to
bring more young people into their Yom Hashaoh
commemorations. Recent developments show that
Remember Us has a role to play in accomplishing
this.

In shaping the Wisconsin Remember Us Initiative,
it was agreed that children’s participation in Yom
Hashoah would be a fundamental element of partici-
pation. From the outset, children will be primed to
add their participation to the community-wide event.
The Holocaust Education Resource Center gathers
names from the local Jewish community of young
relatives who were lost and are being remembered
by local families. These names will be distributed to
participating children. The Remember Us staff creat-
ed a special remembrance memorial document for
the community. It will be used as the Memorial Page
in Wisconsin, and children will bring their individual
pages to the community-wide Milwaukee Yom
Hashoah commemoration. 

In a related development, a participating parent
in Los Angeles requested support from Remember
Us for a Yom Hashoah commemoration at her
daughter’s high school. Many of the participating
children would not be Jewish. The mission of
Remember Us is restricted to providing the names of
lost Jewish children to living Jewish children
preparing for bar/bat mitzvah. However, a solution
was found. We provided them with names from our
archives that had already been given to Jewish chil-
dren elsewhere. This is the report we received:

The day exceeded, really, our greatest hopes. All
of the 200 names provided by the Remember Us
Project were voluntarily taken on. I was so touched
by each child, Jewish, Asian, African-American who
approached our table and took this invitation to per-
sonally memorialize one child in their heart and in
their home. I will never forget their open and soft-
ened faces as they approached, and their earnest
intention as they gathered materials on actions
they could become involved in.

Beginning this Fall, we will be working with par-
ticipating communities to help develop strategies for
bringing more children to community-wide events
through their participation in Remember Us. �

Judaism is approaching a unique threshold, the emergence of
the first generation that will not know Holocaust survivors. The
Remember Us Project was conceived in 2003 as a response to
the inevitable passing of the final survivor generation. The 
question we set out to answer: how will our children bear this
legacy?

In a unique re-framing of the Holocaust encounter, the
Remember Us Project makes remembering the Holocaust an
opportunity for empowerment and redemption. At the time of
bar/bat mitzvah, we invite each Jewish child to remember one
child lost in the Holocaust before having the opportunity to be
called to the Torah, and to act in his/her name. 

To date approximately 18% of all Reform and Conservative
congregations in the United States have been recruited to this
process. The program has been endorsed by the full spectrum
of Jewish denominations.

Holocaust memory had been destined to become institution-
alized in museums and books. Remember Us keeps memory
active and alive at the community level. The staff recognized the
residual traumatic effects of the Holocaust in American Jewish
families, and the need to provide children with a realistic yet
positive framework as they take up the Holocaust legacy. 

Remember Us started as a grassroots project, with one bnai
mitzvah class. To date we have recruited 250 synagogues in 24
states and 4 countries. Participation grew by 40% in 2006 and
2007. 

The services of Remember Us are provided without charge, as
part of the strategy to gain wide acceptance in the Jewish com-
munity. The Project has been sustained by a combination of
general operating grants, special purpose grants, and unre-
stricted donations. Approximately 80% of our funding is provid-
ed by foundations. All supporting foundations have renewed our
grants at least once. Overall costs divided by the number of
children served will remain constant at $36 per child over the
three years as the Project expands nationally and globally. 

Now we are working to ensure enduring commitment to per-
sonal responsibility for Holocaust remembrance at the syna-
gogue level. In order to accomplish our goal, Remember Us will
grow into a self-sustaining national organization able to recruit
and retain the next generation of qualified staff. This is a three-
year strategic business plan to accomplish this overall goal. The
key steps in this process are: 

� Stewardship of the concept through a tax-exempt corpora-
tion governed by a national board of directors

� Strategic partners to carry on the concept at the communi-
ty level

� Ongoing participation by at least 35% of American congre-
gations, and introduction in six overseas Jewish communities.

During the life of the Project we have developed significant
assets:

� A responsive and responsible stakeholder community.
Working through participating synagogues and families, we are
developing strategic partnerships around the country. They
serve three purposes: regional dissemination, linkage to local
funding, and Board nominations. 

� A resource base in the participating communities.
Voluntary donations from families and congregations account
for 18% of our income, and the percentage is growing monthly. 

� An active web presence, which brings us a steady stream of
new families who introduce us to new congregations. 

� Operational experience. We are a lean, focused operation
with minimal staffing, miniscule overhead, and rock-bottom
operating costs. �

From the Remember Us 
Three-Year Stragegic Business Plan
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Finding Relatives 
in Argentina
“I just wanted to give you a brief idea of
how the Remember Us Program impacted
our family. After being given the name of
a Holocaust victim, I immediately began
researching her family. I got good infor-
mation from the Yad Vashem website,
and from there I searched for any rela-
tives I was able to locate in the vicinity of
where she had lived, in France. I put out
several emails, and to my surprise and
delight, there was a response from a
cousin, who then passed on my emails to
the daughter of Regine's sister. From
there, we began contact, traded photo-
graphs, and got to know each other
through our writing. Because their family
was in Buenos Aires, it was difficult to
imagine getting together. However, we
kept them informed as Emma's bat mitz-
vah date approached. We also sent pho-
tos following the occasion. 

For the party, we created a board
with photos of Regine with copies of the
transport information that I obtained
from Yad Vashem. For the service itself,
we included a chair, a tallit, and a
prayer book up on the bimah with
Emma as we considered Regine becom-
ing bat mitzvah that day as well. She
was certainly acknowledged by the rabbi
and by Emma in her speech. 

For Regine and for Emma, we gifted
them with having their names inscribed
in the perpetual book of B'Nai Mitzvah in
Israel. 

All in all, this was an eye opening
experience as to the realization that so
many children did not have the opportu-
nity to celebrate this special rite of pas-
sage. In some small way, we were able to
bring her into our hearts and make a
stronger connection to those who per-
ished. Thank you for bringing us this
wonderful opportunity.” �

Children Remembered through Bookplates
The community at Temple Emanu-El in
Honolulu, Hawaii has been working on a very
special project of their own, under the direction
Rabbi Peter Schaktman. A very generous mem-
ber and son of Holocaust survivors, Seymour
Kazimirski, donated funds for the purchase of
new siddurim for the children and young people
in the congregation. The Rabbi thought it would
be fitting to put a bookplate with the name of a
lost child inside each siddur.

Rabbi Shaktman writes, “The idea was mine,
but we could not have done it without Seymour's
support. Like most Jewish educators we struggle
with how to present the Holocaust to religious
school students of tender age. It was my belief
that by gently exposing our students to the Shoah in this way, we would
both educate them and honor the memory of those who had perished.”

Remember Us has provided the names for the bookplates. Each time a
child uses the prayer book, he or she will be honoring the lost child
inscribed inside.

For more information about the bookplates project, contact Rabbi
Schaktman at www.shaloha.com. �

“I Didn’t Want Him to Be Alone”
Gesher Calmenson writes: Last
month I visited my cousin Elsi in
Venice, California. She’s 86 and lives
in handsome HUD housing right on
the oceanfront. Elsi’s participation in
Jewish communal life is mainly
through her senior center. Her moth-
er, Rose, was featured in the docu-
mentary “Number Our Days.” 

We were sitting at her dining table
and “caching up.” She asked me
about my work. I explained about
Remember Us. I asked about her
family. She walked across the living room to a side table and brought back
a picture frame. There were pictures of her grandchildren, single portraits
and a group shot. Up in the right top corner was a different picture, clearly
from a different place and time. I said: “Who is this boy? Is he in our fami-
ly? I don’t recognize him.” Elsi answered, “Oh, no, his picture was on a
mailing from the Museum of Tolerance. I couldn’t throw it away. I just
wanted him to be with other children.” �

Remember Us
The Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Project

2777 Yulupa Avenue, #273
Santa Rosa, CA 95405-8584
(707) 570-2883
remember@sonic.net
www.remember-us.org

Gesher Calmenson, Founder & Director
Elly Cohen, Project Administrator
Cynthia Calmenson, Outreach Coordinator
Barbara Tobin, Memorial Pages Coordinator

News from Remember
Us is published 

bi-annually through 
a grant from the 

Charles and Mildred
Schnurmacher

Foundation.

Working together, the two agency heads arranged for meet-
ings with the rabbis, cantors, and educators at each of the
Milwaukee area’s Conservative and Reform synagogues.
They also arranged for a presentation to the leadership at
the Milwaukee Hebrew Day School. 

The funding for the initiative comes from the Helen
Bader Foundation, which made a grant to MJCCR to sup-
port the Initiative. Progress was reported in person to the
Foundation at the end of a three-day visit. 

Finally, Gesher Calmenson was interviewed at the
Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle for an article that will appear
this Spring in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah special edition. �

First Regional Partnership Continued from page 1
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Beth Elohim
Charles & Mildred

Schnurmacher Foundation,
Inc.

Congregation Tikkun V’or
Congregation Emanu-el
Congregation Etz Chayim
Jewish Endowment Foundation

of Western Massachusetts,
Joshua Mendel B’nai Tzedek
Fund

J & R Popp Philanthropic Fund
Otto & Marianne Wolman

Foundation
Santa Rosa Printing
Valley Beth Shalom

CANADA
Gladys Rose

ARIZONA
Stewart Fensterheim
Marty & Robin Giles
Matthew & Sylvia Robbins
Dana Radu-Scafaru
Maria Weisbrod

CALIFORNIA
Honey Amado
Elyse Babtkis
Herb & Ellen Brosbe
Gesher & Cynthia Calmenson
Jan Cook Reicher & Joseph

Alouf
Robert & Valri Davidson

Shari Davis
Ann Dexheimer & Frank

Hochman
Gordon & Eileen Freeman
Harlee Gasmer
Wendy Gootkin
Harold & Marcia Gordon
Charles Hirschhorn
Janet Kahenian & David

Djalilmand
Ana & Erik Kuefner
Lisa Levine Sporer
Elissa Linick
Gary & Cindy Medof
Evelyn & Robert Merritt
Laura Nathan
Samuel Rodin
Lisa Rosager & Rodney Darner
Jenny Savitsky
Barbara Tobin & Cass Smith
Phillip & Maria Villanueva
Larry & Lisa-Karyn Villanueva
Tess Winebaum
Howard & Ilene Zeiger

CONNECTICUT
Rebecca Markowitz

FLORIDA
Victoria Benson Struck
Joanne Berman
Sergio & Nora Bertisch
Shirley Blanton & Sandy

Estridge
Bloom Family
Michael & Bat Sheva Bushman
Robert & Michelle Diener

Steven & Suzanne Dukes
Batel Einhorn
Susan England & Marco Rubeo
Lisa Feldman
R. Feldman
Moises & Sharon Fraifeld
Mitchell Horwin
Marcie & Hank Katzen
Robert, Donna & Eli King
Victor & Kathy Kline
Anna Leiman
Daniel & Julie Levin
Lori & Kenneth Mizels
Peter & Charlotte Morpurgo
Jene & Sharon Omens
Adrienne & Steven Pardo
Cindy Pavone
Arnold & Barbara Sager
Andrea Schwartz
Marvin & Andrea Shapiro
Gilbert Walker
Maria Weiniger
Martin & Sharon White
Zachary White
David & Alexandra Zionts

ILLINOIS
Kandee & Isaac Kolpak

MASSACHUSETTS
Ilyn Baracewicz
Richard & Ellen Gansler
Marilyn & Elliot Goldstein
Ethel Liner
Jay & Linda Stiller
David Toppelberg
Sara Toppelberg & Arte Y Juego

MARYLAND
Nancy Goldberg & Alfred

Mendelsohn
Allen & Ann Perper
Ruth & Jeffrey Stein

MAINE
Elizabeth & Thomas Miller

NORTH CAROLINA
Richard & Denise Foutz
Owen & Pamela Margolis

NEW JERSEY
Michael & Maria Barlev
Barbara & William Carey
Mark & Shaun Cohen
Amy Rosenberg
Steven & Shira Siegel

NEW YORK
Michael & Lisa Breslaw
Karen Bruckner & Allan Maltz
Joanna Cherches
Marla & Robert Fox
Kathryn & Vincent Heintz
Elaine & Arthur Kreisberg
Stephen & Claire Lewin
Daniel & Kelly Lieberman
Linda Ludwikowski
Eliza Marcus
Steven & Marlene Portnoy
Greta Weinberg

OREGON
Mara & Douglas Addison

PENNSYLVANIA
Kenneth Berger
John Finkle & Elyse Seltzer
Debbie Kaufman
Herbert & Donna Mendelsohn

SOUTH CAROLINA
Deborah Wallace

TEXAS
Nancy & Marc Abramson
Rhonda Duchin
D. Duchin
Allen & Karen Hoffman
Cindy & Mitchell Moskowitz
John & Annette Nevins
Debora Remels
S. Rosenfield
Andrew & Wendy Starr
Joseph & Failee Steinberg

UNITED STATES
Sondra & Mark Bollar
S. Frohman
Patricia Jarrett & Leonard

Aberman
S. Livingston
E. Matalon
L Reese
A. Shatzman
Randi & Warren Trazenfeld
Kevin & Elahna Zimmerman
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NEW Participating Communities
The Remember Us Project welcomes the
following congregations to the Project.
May they go from strength to strength!

Temple Kol Ami, Scottsdale, AZ
B’nai Horin – Children of Freedom, Los

Angeles, CA
Beth Jacob Congregation, Oakland, CA
Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA
Temple Aliyah, Woodland Hills, CA
Temple Shalom/Neshama Center, Colorado

Springs/Aspen, CO
Congregation Har Hashem, Boulder, CO
Temple Shalom, Colorado Springs, CO
Temple Israel, Lake Mary, FL
Congregation Ahavas Yisrael, Maitland, FL
Hebrew Day School, Maitland, FL
Congregation of Reform Judaism, Malone, FL
Beth David Congregation, Miama, FL
Congregation of Reform Judaism, Orlando, FL
Congregation Ohev Shalom, Orlando, FL
Temple Oheb Shalom, Baltimore, MD

Congregation Kehillath Israel, Brookline, MA
Temple Beth Zion, Brookline, MA
Congregation Mishkan Tefila, Chestnut Hill,

MA
Agudat Achim, Leominster, MA
Temple Emanuel, Newton, MA
Temple Shalom of Newton, Newton, MA
Temple Emanuel, Oak Park, MI
Central Reform Congregation, Saint Louis, MO
Temple Judea of Manhasset, Manhasset, NY
Drisha Institute for Jewish Education, New

York, NY
Park Synagogue, Cleveland, OH
Congregation Beth Israel, Portland, OR
Tiferet Bet Israel, Blue Bell, PA
Temple Sinai of Sharon, Sharon, PA
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, Charleston, SC
Congregation Tiferet Israel, Austin, TX
Congregation Shearith Israel, Dallas, TX
Anshai Torah, Plano, TX
Temple Beth Sholom, Spokane, WA �

Our Sincere Thanks to These Supporters of the Remember Us Project
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